Getting Started on Leaf Characteristics

Tree Type

Coniferous - a tree with needles or scales instead of leaves, bearing cones
Broadleaf - a tree with wide flat leaves

Parts of a Leaf Simple & Compound Leaf
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Having more than
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Leaf Arrangement Leaf Shapes

Lanceolate Deltoid Oval Star
Opposite Alternate Whorled
Leaves are attached Leaves are attached 3 or more leaves are
opposite each other  alternately along  attached at the same
on the stem the stem point on the stem
Leaf Margins Leaf Apexes and Bases
Entire Lobed . ‘ n
Having a Rounded segment
smooth edge not divided all the
way to the midrib
Acuminate Bristle Rounded Acute
Long tapered
point
Dentate Serrated/Toothed
Having triangular, Having sharp,
tooth-like teeth saw-like teeth
Rounded Cuneate  Inequalateral Truncate
Wedge-shaped Not same on Squared off
both sides

To find more Leaf Characteristics,
visit the Trees of Texas website’s How to ID section:
http://texastreeid.tamu.edu/content/howTolD/
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